
EDDLESTON PRIMARY SCHOOL  PARENT COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
THURSDAY 23 JANUARY 2020 

Present:  L. Murdoch, A. Wise, G. Ferguson, S. Whittle, A. Brown, M. Stewart, K. Peebles, B. 
McDougall 
Apologies:  B. Gilmour-Jones, C. Wyllie, T. Thomson 
 
ACTIONS FROM NOVEMBER MEETING 

• A. Wise will circulate a draft constitution for the Parent Council. ACTION REQUIRED. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

• A. Wise offered a warm welcome to Mr Firth and Mrs Tocher and wish them a happy 
and productive time at Eddleston. 

• A. Wise thanked Miss Murdoch and the staff for the successful Christmas Showcase. 

• The raffle at the Christmas Showcase raised close to £500. 

• A. Wise still to add £5 additionally to the total. ACTION REQUIRED. 

• A. Wise praised the January newsletter for the blend of school and community items. 

• A. Wise has been in touch with Rachael Beatton (chair of Priorsford Primary) who is 
liaising with parent councils in the area regarding the post-fire new building works at 
Peebles High School.   

• The next SBC parent council training session will be on fundraising.  If you would like 
to go on this training, please let A. Wise know.  ACTION REQUIRED. 

• OOSC will move to Eddleston Primary School in April.  Support would be welcome to 
help move OOSC equipment.  Please contact Alison Brown if you can help.  
Notionally, the move will happen during the first week of the Easter holiday.  
ACTION REQUIRED.  

• £400 is coming from the Eddleston Community Council to support the OOSC in their 
move (for storage and/or other needs).  

• The next school event is the JRSO Be Bright Be Seen Bake Sale Friday 31 January.  
Baked goods for the sale can be dropped off on the morning of Friday 31 January or 
at the Meet the Teacher event on Thursday 30 January. Parent Council will serve 
teas/coffees. Any volunteers to help please contact A. Wise ACTION REQUIRED. 

• A. Wise has received Thank You cards from Mrs Taylor and Mrs Walker which he 
read out to the meeting and which were warmly received. 
 

HEADTEACHER’S REPORT 

• Trees from The Woodland Trust will be received around end of February and the 
start of March.  Parental help would be appreciated to plant the trees.  ACTION 
REQUIRED. 

• Miss Murdoch has asked Borders Trust if they would come back to work with us and 
is awaiting response. 

• P7 transition begins at the end of February. 

• Mr Firth, teacher of P5-7, has settled in well and the children are responding very 
positively to him. 

• Mrs Tocher is Support for Learning on a temporary basis until April and is also 
settling in well. 

• Homework survey has produced a very varied response.  Miss Murdoch will discuss 
with the children and school staff to put in place a trial based on the outcome. 
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• Broughton and Newlands have invited Eddleston P7 to go to Lockerbie Manor in May 
2021.  Miss Murdoch will consult with parents.  

• Considering putting together a bid for Tesco Bag for Life for an outdoor learning 
project for Apr-June submission. 

• Plans are being considered for pre-school P1 transition. 
 
Community Engagement 

• Bill Cross, the new owner at Cringletie are keen to continue work with the school. 

• Kathy Kinder, the administrator of the Eddleston village website, is keen to have the 
children involved in the website. 

• 3 parent helpers are PVGed and 1 is pending. 

• Links are also being consolidated with Eddleston Church and also with Jo Oliver from 
the Horticultural Society. 

  
TREASURER’S REPORT 

• Current balance is currently around £3,100. 

• The request for glockenspiels is being considered by the Parent Council.   
 
MATTERS ARISING 

• A gin-tasting event is being considered for later in the year.  
 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

• Kirsty Peebles raised the profile of Eddleston 2025, a constituted group who will 
write a community plan for Eddleston which helps us become more resilient as well 
as create a vision for the future of our community.  Eddleston 2025 have received 
some funding already from SusTrans, a government-funded organisation, to help 
them gain some consultancy expert support to bring this to life.  They will seek the 
community’s views on what the community are looking for such as:  sustainability, 
meeting spaces, transport, ambitions for Eddleston, what would be your nightmare 
etc.  Eddleston 2020 has also put in place a bid which will be specifically for seeking 
the views of younger people in the village for this consultation.  Further information 
will be available at the next Community Council event Wednesday February 26 at the 
Village Hall.  

 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

• 26 March 2020 


