
EDDLESTON PRIMARY SCHOOL  PARENT COUNCIL AGM 
THURSDAY 27 AUGUST 2020 

Present:  Lorna Murdoch, Alan Wise, Sue Whittle, Mia Stewart, Alison Brown,  James. 
McCaw, Kirsty Peebles, Naomi Mills 
Apologies:  Charlotte Wylie 
 
ACTIONS FROM MAY MEETING 
 

• None outstanding. 
 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

• Alan Wise commented on how lovely it is to see the school open again and with such 
a good intake of P1s.  He welcomed the parents of the P1 children 

• SBC are hosting weekly meetings with Parent Council Chairs to discuss schools and 
COVID-19.  Policy is changing regularly.  Most recent change is the wearing of masks 
by all children over 5 on school transport. 

• Fundraising will be a challenge this year due to financial constraints as well as 
guidelines on managing coronavirus. 

• Alan Wise would like to congratulate the 18 children who participated in the 500 Mile 
Challenge to raise funds for outdoor play equipment in June.  Over £500 was raised 
for the club which is great!  Well done to all those active kids! 

• A tribute to Lorraine Mulholland will be discussed.  
 
 
HEADTEACHER’S REPORT  from Miss Murdoch 
 

• It is lovely to be back in school and the children have settled in very, very well.  The 
Primary 1s have settled in very well and the P7s have been amazing as buddies. 

• Staffing has remained the same as before the holiday.  Amy Ferguson has joined to 
cover non-contact time.  Ms Ferguson covers outdoor learning, French and PE.  She 
will also be upskilling our staff in outdoor learning.  

• Current school roll is 33 and there is interest in the school so this may change.  

• SIP is due in September.  Learning and teaching and assessment is a priority.  We will 
be creating a L&T toolkit to establish our Eddleston practice of excellent teaching 
and learning. 

• Outdoor learning is our other key priority which also feeds nicely into learning, 
teaching and assessment.  

• SIR reflected the challenges of lockdown.  Some actions from the 2019-20 plan were 
impacted by lockdown and have been migrated to 20-21 plan. 

• We have listened to parental feedback from last session and will be addressing the 
desire of parents to be more fully informed about their child’s learning.  One of the 
ways we will address this is an additional Interim Report in November time.  We 
have also been asked to participate as a pilot school for online parental 
consultations.  

• Additionally, we are looking at Learning Journals which can be online or in paper 
form.  The journal would be built up of best work over the year, along with teacher 
assessment.   
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• Our PEF funding (Pupil Equity Fund) will be used to provide interventions for those 
who require additional support needs and those who require extra challenge.   

• Mrs Tocher has been appointed to support with this.  She is also currently doing 
Support for Learning.  She will be in school for 2 days a week this year doing these 
roles which is excellent. 

• The school calendar is not as full as it would normally be, unfortunately, as many 
events have been postponed or cancelled. Some dates are still to be confirmed as 
policy is amended to suit coronavirus guidance.  

• We are looking forward to welcoming OOSC in the school as of Monday 31 August!  
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

• See attached. 

• Some funds were gained through Easy Fundraising which is an app which can be 
downloaded at no cost.  A small percentage of any sales through many retailers 
(such as Amazon and John Lewis) will then go to EPS.  Every little helps!  Alan Wise 
will send out an email to outline further details.  

• Alan thanked Sue for the five years of her excellent service, professionalism and 
commitment as Treasurer.  

 
ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS 

• Alan Wise was re-elected as Chair. 

• No nominations were received for Vice Chair as yet.  

• Naomi Mills was elected as Treasurer. 

• Mia Stewart was re-elected as Secretary. 
 
MATTERS ARISING 
 
Lorraine Mulholland Tribute:  

• Lorna Murdoch will ask staff and pupils for ideas and input.  

• Some ideas suggested at the meeting were about having a lasting memorial to Mrs 
Mulholland at the school, and/or an annual award for a child, maybe a service 
award or something music-related to capture Mrs Mulholland’s energy and spirit.  
Any ideas will be welcomed; just drop an email or WhatsApp message to Alan Wise.  

 
Fundraising  

• Alan Wise has a couple of meetings with a government-funded social enterprise 
group which is aimed at supporting Parent Councils and giving them ideas on how to 
be financially sustainable.   

• The 100 Club is a steady fundraiser for our Parent Council. 

• Some other fundraising ideas were suggested.  It was proposed that a favours or 
promise auction could be an option as well as a virtual gin tasting evening, possibly 
before Christmas.   

• Another good suggestion is a running club for adults.  Naomi Mills to lead on this.  
ACTION:  Naomi Mills 
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• Alison Brown and Alan Wise to explore a virtual gin-tasting or something similar. 
ACTION:  Alison Brown, Alan Wise. 

• Any other ideas more than welcome 
 
Hundred Club Winners 

• July – Isla Wylie, Elaine Wise, Ross Monro 

• August –  Chirnside Family, Aidan Gilhooley, I & C Ross 

• Alan Wise will get the Hundred Club letter out to staff and all parents to invite and 
encourage new joiners.  

 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

• The Parent Council thanked the staff at the school for the quality of the reporting 
last term as well as all their efforts in providing teaching & learning. 

• James McCaw also thanked those who organised the picnic in Elibank Park in August 
and the staff’s welcome to the new P1s.  

• Kirsty Peebles introduced Eddleston 2025 survey suggested that Elibank Park is an 
underused resource.  Three of the S3 pupils in the village are doing the volunteering 
aspect of their Duke of Edinburgh Award doing service in the village.  It is proposed 
that these pupils could lead on or feed into ideas about how to best use Elibank 
Park.  

• Kirsty Peebles shared news on the Eddleston Water Multi-use Path.  Scottish 
Enterprise may part-fund the path.  It looks like things could be moving again to get 
the path underway.  
 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

• Thursday 19 November 2020. 


